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ABC Apparently Abandons 


and Willi Jones 
Washington Post Staff Writers council appr oval to build an 


American Broadcasting Musement park on the site, 
Co. apparently has aban- estimated to raise #1 milion 


doned plans for a $30 mil- in annual tax revenues 


4 locally, ABC said in its an- 
lion amusement park on the nual statement that it “has 


405-acre site of a cOMPANY no plans to operate the park 
wildlife park: in Prineeay the Largo site in the fu- 
George’s County that failed. ture,” 

Ina report on 1975 opera- Sources said the land will 
tions, ABC said the wildlifebe put up for sale—raising 
preserve at Largo resubtedthe possibility that some 
in a $4 million loss for uae dther Malai a i p 
big broadcasting firm in ihe oper MAY See À pia 
Anat three months of “thes Peke Woman for Marriott 


year. 

The park, which opened in 
mid-1974 and closed for good 
Jast Oct. 12, “had unaccepta- 
ble attendance and revenucs 
in 1974 and 1975,” ABC said. 
Although there were plans 
to open the park this year 
for an expected record tour- 
ism business in the D.C. 
area for the Bicentennial 
year, those plans have been 
discarded. 

ABC management decided 
to reduce by $10.4 million 
the estimated market value 
of the 405 acres, to a re- 
ported figure of $5 million, 
and that caused the operat- 
ing loss in the quarter com- 
pared with year earlier prof- 
its of $11.1 million (61 cents 
a share). Fourth quarter rev- 
enues rose to $321.8 million 
from $298.5 million, 

Although a subsidiary of 
the broadcasting firm, ABC 
‘Scenie Enterprises, Ine, last 


Largo. Amusement Park Plan 


plans for a future dmbse- 
ment park near Mansassas, 


said her company has ex- 
pressed no interest in the 
Largo location, 

In addition to writing 
down its investment ‘at 
Largo, ABC said its fourth 
quarter Joss reflected losses 
from domestic record sales 
and declining TV network 
profits. The TV decline took 
place before ABC surpassed 
both CBS and NBC in re- 
cent weekly ratings. 
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